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Lourens is a tropical biologist, Professor in Wageningen
University. Hi is interested how traits scale up at the
community level, determining ecosystem processes and
services. During the past decade, he particularly work on
secondary forests that regrow after land abandonment, and
that play a key role in human-modified tropical landscapes.

Email: lourens.poorter@wur.nl
Personal website: https://pantrop-eu.com/

7 MAY 2026 Salle 44, Batiment PS1, CIRAD-UMR AMAP,
14h00 — 15h00 Boulevard de la Lironde, Montpellier
Visioconference: Teams links

Recovery of forests and biodiversity in tropical
landscapes

presented by

Pr. Lourens POORTER

Wageningen University

Abstract:

Here | will present the results of the ERC-funded PANTROP project, which aims to understand
and predict the resilience of tropical forests to human-driven disturbance. We compare the first
five years of succession on abandoned agricultural fields, in dry and wet tropical forests on
three continents.
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