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Dr Aida Cuni-Sanchez is an Assistant Professor at the Norwegian University of
Life Sciences, and an honorary fellow at the University of York. She has a PhD in
environmental Sciences from the University of Southampton (UK) and a
Licenciatura in Biology from the University of Barcelona (Spain). She has over 10
years of work experience in 12 countries in tropical Africa, where she has focused
on tropical forest ecology, carbon stocks, forest use by local communities and local
communities’ adaptation to climate change. She received the 2020 L’Oreal-
UNESCO Women in Science UK Award for Sustainable Development. As well as
developing the AfriMont plot network, she is a key partner in research
collaborations in Africa including AfriTRON (tropical lowland forest monitoring),
Mountain Research Initiative, Mountain Sentinels and ATBC-Africa Chapter.
Email: a.cunisanchez@york.ac.uk

Personal website: https://www.nmbu.no/emp/aida.cuni-sanchez
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Tropical montane forests in Africa: carbon,
water and rural livelinoods
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ABSTRACT

Tropical montane forests, those found above 800m elevation, are unique socio-ecological
systems. Lower temperatures, cloudiness, wind and waterlogged soils affect tree composition,
forest structure and carbon stocks. Notably, those in Africa have higher carbon than previously
expected- I will discuss potential drivers. | will also provide a quick overview of the importance
of occult precipitation on ecosystem functioning, and discuss the ecosystem services they
provide to local peoples, considering instrumental, relational and intrinsic values of Nature.
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